Eboli (Battipaglia) Graves Relocated to Bari

After more than 75 years a detailed survey of graves and booklet of the Eboli cemetery emerges.

In April 2021, | was fortunate to receive from Mary Read from Kelowna and District Genealogical Society, British
Columbia, Canada a small booklet which also

contained a detailed survey of 88 graves at Eboli

or more precisely the town of Battipaglia. The

booklet was typed and in excellent condition. The

survey was on tracing paper and was extremely

fragile. It contained two surveys to scale 1:100

and 1:300. The accuracy of the survey was

exemplary. On the survey each grave was

numbered with corresponding details in the

booklet. Who authored the booklet and survey,

when was it prepared and how the booklet ended

up Kelowna Canada are unknown? However, the
significance and value of such a document is immeasurable.




On arrival at Eboli in September 1945 of
the Royal Yugoslav Armed forces (JVuO),
camp life would inevitably be compared
to the many villages and cities our
Chetnik forces called home. The
surrounding area and climate of Eboli
were very different, olive groves and a
mild Mediterranean climate compared to
the mountainous Dinaric Alps. In time,
Eboli Camp life (about 14,000 people)
would become at least to some extent
“like home” with churches and schools,
kolo dancing with cultural and sporting
activities and at least an attempt would
be made to normalise life.

Every village and city in the Homeland
experienced weddings, the birth of
children and baptisms, the celebration of
Slava and other Serbian feasts like
Vidovdan. Health care and the hospital at
Eboli would be well attended. It was
inevitable sickness and death would
occur. My own father suffered and
survived typhus whilst at Eboli.

Near the Eboli Camp was a small village
of Battipaglia (Pontecagnano) and a small
cemetery would become the resting

place for at least 88 souls, mostly members and family of JVuO (Royal Yugoslav Armed forces).
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In researching the Eboli Cemetery, | had access to three main sources:
1. Van Otadzbine - CnomeHuya Kparsbese JyzocnoseHcke Bojcke (BaH OmaybuHe) ypeaHNWITBO, PaBHOropcKu

bopay, 1957.

2. Spomenica PSC - CnomeHuua Mokpem Cprckux YemHuka PasHe lope: Krbuza Il, 1998.
3. Serbian Volunteers by Stevan Piroéanac - Cpncku fJobpososoyu 1941 — 1945 y Peyu u Cauuyu CteBaH

MupohaHav, apyro nsgare 2010.

Of the three abovementioned books Van Otadzbine (Outside the Homeland) is an excellent source of
information on Eboli life. Published in 1957 by the veterans association (JVuO) on page 18 it outlines the number
of graves (88), rank and year of death. It also highlights concerns on maintenance and upkeep and future of the
graves. It does not mention the transfer of earthly remains. This suggests that the transfer to Bari was done

after 19577

The Pokret Commemorative Book Il (Spomenica PSC) page 311-312 refers to an article that appeared in Srbija
Newspaper in December of 1983. It has a photograph of the graves and a list of 96 names prepared by M. B.
Pajic. It states that the graves were exumed and the earthly remains were placed in metal boxes and transferred
to the crypt of St Nicholas Cathedral in Bari. However, an article in American Srbobran of 27 June 1984
(YemHuyko epobrbe y bapu Mmanuja) claims the remains were transferred to Bari Military cemetery and not the
city cathedral of St. Nicholas. In addition an article in Srpske Novine of 1962 (Cprnicko yemHu4ko 2pobsrve y
Umanuju u Cpncka upkeeHa onwmuHa y Tpcmy) shows a photograph of a group of people clearing weeds and
performing maintenance at the Eboli Cemetery. Unfortunaetly both articles do not mention the date or year of

the transfer or any additional details.



YETHUYKO I'POBJBE ¥
BAPH, UTAJIUIA

3a Bpeme Oopasxka
cprckux Oopama [Ipaxe
Mpuxaunosuha mo moropu-
Ma HWranuje y ceny
Batunasa xonm Canepua
TOCTOja/10 jé jeIR0 rpob.be y
KoMe cy Ouix caxpameHH
OKO CElIaMJIeceT CPICKUX
HETHHKA. Y Ha3ad LIECT jo
ceJaM TOAMHA, HeMauka
BMACTH Cy OZHENe CBoje
MpPTBE BOjHHKE Ca MHHUXO0Ba
BojHOr rpobiba, Koje jc 6uio
¥3 OBO CpICKO, H THME
OromenH orpagy HcTora,
TaK0 H KHHAa4e 3aMyLUTeHO
HETHHYKO rpobmbe, Buno je
NMOCTano0 MacHIITe pasHe
CTOKE ¥ roBeau. Ha
HHHUHjATHBY jeaiior on
Korcyna HWranuje us3
Amepuke, usriiega mnpHja-
Teka CPIICKUX YETHHKa,
HTa/HjaHCKE BOjHE BJIACTH,
Kojé cy Dall Taga IpeHoCH-
H CBOje BOjHHKE Naje 1o
uuTaBoM Bankany y jesHo
3ajeIHHYKO M BEOMa
MOJEPHO HOBO rpobme y
Bapu, omanu ¢y Hapouuty
MOYACT CPICKMM MPTBHM
HETHHIHMA ¢a MaJicHor
rpobma y batumamw.

CBakoMe nojc/MHAYHO CY
NPEHENH KOCTH Y HAPOYHTH
3a TO KOBYEr 01 3MHra, ca
Ha3HAKOM HMECHA [TOTHY-
HOra, fJaHa pobema u
CMPTH, TA4HO OHAKO KaKo cy
HallNM Ha Kpcraww, Cse
CKYNa Cy HX NIPEHENIH Y OBO
BOjHO rpobme y Bapw, rae
HMajy TocebHo MecTo, a che
o Tpouky MuuucTapcrea
Bojuor Utanuje. [Ipe osora,
MHuBMCTapcTBO  BOjHO M3
PuMa je yuytio HoTty
KOMYHHCTHYKO] BIIajH
Jyroenasuje, Tpaxehu ua
HX OHM Ka0 BHXOBC
ADKABbAHE [IDEHECY ¥
Jyrocnasujy, o 4emy nukana
OJroBOp A0OH/IM HHCY, 10
CaMO jenaH M jenuHu, na
KOMYHHCTHYKH DEXHM
onbuja on cebe craku
TIPEHOC U CTapake OKO OBOT
rpobiba. To HeGW Hurn
XTE/H MPTBH CpICKH
YETHWLM, Ja HX Mpenoce
HXOBH HempHjaTebh, Caga
nouusajy y Mupy Bosxujem y
KYJITYypHOj ¥ XprihaHckoj
Hranuju, Ha Kojuowm
rpobmy ¥ Bapu.
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Article in Srpske Novine 1962

Photo of Eboli Cemetery in Commemorative book (Spomenica PSC) page 311-312



Stevan Piro¢anac in his commemorative book “Serbian Volunteers 1941-1945 in Words and Photos” (2™ Edition
published in 2010) on page 340, has a photograph of the metal boxes mentioned above and a partial list of
names which appears to be in Italian.

Source: Piro¢anac Stevan

In addition to the three reference sources mentioned above and two newspaper articles we now have an
additional source of information detailing the number of graves and most interestingly a detailed survey.
Remarkably the booklet contains surname, name, rank, year of birth and year of death.

My sincere thanks and gratitude to Mary Read who was given the booklet and survey after it was left in a “lost
and found” basket in a local store in Kelowna. She was curious to learn what this booklet was and had the
document translated from Serbian by Mila Vukojevic and then completed a search on “Eboli” and discovered
the Eboli site www.eboli.org.au Mary’s curiosity has meant we can document and share this booklet with
visitors to our site. As is usually the case when a new document emerges more questions than answers.

| believe the earthly remains have been transferred to Bari. However, to date | am unable to confirm when the
transfer occurred and exactly where in Bari, nevertheless most likely a military cemetery. As is customary we
pray Memory Eternal for the departed souls.

Nikola Lukich
July 2023


http://www.eboli.org.au/

