
Eboli (Battipaglia) Graves Relocated to Bari 

After more than 75 years a detailed survey of graves and booklet of the Eboli cemetery emerges.  

In April 2021, I was fortunate to receive from Mary Read from Kelowna and District Genealogical Society, British 

Columbia, Canada a small booklet which also 

contained a detailed survey of 88 graves at Eboli 

or more precisely the town of Battipaglia. The 

booklet was typed and in excellent condition. The 

survey was on tracing paper and was extremely 

fragile. It contained two surveys to scale 1:100 

and 1:300. The accuracy of the survey was 

exemplary. On the survey each grave was 

numbered with corresponding details in the 

booklet. Who authored the booklet and survey, 

when was it prepared and how the booklet ended 

up Kelowna Canada are unknown? However, the 

significance and value of such a document is immeasurable. 

 



 

On arrival at Eboli in September 1945 of 

the Royal Yugoslav Armed forces (ЈVuО), 

camp life would inevitably be compared 

to the many villages and cities our 

Chetnik forces called home. The 

surrounding area and climate of Eboli 

were very different, olive groves and a 

mild Mediterranean climate compared to 

the mountainous Dinaric Alps. In time, 

Eboli Camp life (about 14,000 people) 

would become at least to some extent 

“like home” with churches and schools, 

kolo dancing with cultural and sporting 

activities and at least an attempt would 

be made to normalise life.  

Every village and city in the Homeland 

experienced weddings, the birth of 

children and baptisms, the celebration of 

Slava and other Serbian feasts like 

Vidovdan. Health care and the hospital at 

Eboli would be well attended. It was 

inevitable sickness and death would 

occur. My own father suffered and 

survived typhus whilst at Eboli. 

Near the Eboli Camp was a small village 

of Battipaglia (Pontecagnano) and a small 

cemetery would become the resting 

place for at least 88 souls, mostly members and family of JVuO (Royal Yugoslav Armed forces). 

In researching the Eboli Cemetery, I had access to three main sources: 
1. Van Otadzbine - Споменица Краљеве Југословенске Војске (Ван Отаџбине) уредништво, Равногорски 

Борац 1957. 
2. Spomenica PSČ - Споменица Покрет Српских Четника Равне Горе: књига II, 1998. 
3. Serbian Volunteers by Stevan Piroćanac - Српски Добровољци 1941 – 1945 у Речи и Слици Стеван 

Пироћанац друго издање 2010.  
 
Of the three abovementioned books Van Otadzbine (Outside the Homeland) is an excellent source of 

information on Eboli life. Published in 1957 by the veterans association (JVuO) on page 18 it outlines the number 

of graves (88), rank and year of death. It also highlights concerns on maintenance and upkeep and future of the 

graves. It does not mention the transfer of earthly remains. This suggests that the transfer to Bari was done 

after 1957? 

The Pokret Commemorative Book II (Spomenica PSČ) page 311-312 refers to an article that appeared in Srbija 

Newspaper in December of 1983. It has a photograph of the graves and a list of 96 names prepared by M. B. 

Pajić. It states that the graves were exumed and the earthly remains were placed in metal boxes and transferred 

to the crypt of St Nicholas Cathedral in Bari. However, an article in American Srbobran of 27 June 1984 

(Четничко гробље у Бари Италија) claims the remains were transferred to Bari Military cemetery and not the 

city cathedral of St. Nicholas. In addition an article in Srpske Novine of 1962 (Српско четничко гробље у 

Италији и Српска црквена општина у Трсту) shows a photograph of a group of people clearing weeds and 

performing maintenance at the Eboli Cemetery. Unfortunaetly both articles do not mention the date or year of 

the transfer or any additional details. 



                   

  Article in American Srbobran 1984                  Article in Srpske Novine 1962 

 

    Photo of Eboli Cemetery in Commemorative book (Spomenica PSČ) page 311-312  

  



Stevan Piroćanac in his commemorative book “Serbian Volunteers 1941-1945 in Words and Photos” (2nd Edition 

published in 2010) on page 340, has a photograph of the metal boxes mentioned above and a partial list of 

names which appears to be in Italian. 

 
Source: Piroćanac Stevan 

 
In addition to the three reference sources mentioned above and two newspaper articles we now have an 

additional source of information detailing the number of graves and most interestingly a detailed survey. 

Remarkably the booklet contains surname, name, rank, year of birth and year of death.  

My sincere thanks and gratitude to Mary Read who was given the booklet and survey after it was left in a “lost 

and found” basket in a local store in Kelowna. She was curious to learn what this booklet was and had the 

document translated from Serbian by Mila Vukojevic and then completed a search on “Eboli” and discovered 

the Eboli site www.eboli.org.au Mary’s curiosity has meant we can document and share this booklet with 

visitors to our site. As is usually the case when a new document emerges more questions than answers. 

I believe the earthly remains have been transferred to Bari. However, to date I am unable to confirm when the 

transfer occurred and exactly where in Bari, nevertheless most likely a military cemetery. As is customary we 

pray Memory Eternal for the departed souls. 

Nikola Lukich 
July 2023 

http://www.eboli.org.au/

